The following are questions we have received so far and our responses.  There will be a second chance to ask questions – if received by May 10; responses will be distributed as soon as possible after that date.
The time line to submit is so short, how can I complete the application in time?  Keep in mind that the application requires your attention in the next few weeks with a deadline of May 22; the project work will occur in the 2011-12 academic year.  
What if I can’t complete the workplan I submit?  Your proposal should reflect what you currently intend to do, and we realize this may change.  For example, you may target a partnership with a Career Technical Education (CTE) instructor, or a high school teacher, and that person does not follow through or declines to participate.  You must complete activities similar to your proposal for eligibility of final funds.

Money is tight.  Where is the funding coming from?  Senate Bill (SB) 70 by Senator Scott allocated funding specifically for the development of CTE at both the community college and secondary level. Examples of SB 70 elements include, but are not limited to, building upon existing programs and creating new ones to increase student participation in industry sector CTE programs at the high school and ROCP level, preparing middle schools to offer CTE awareness programs, studying methods of increasing CTE teacher availability from business and industry, and looking at methods to standardize articulation between community college and high school and ROCP programs statewide.  
Does this mini-grant require Board Approval at my college?    Some colleges may ask that this go to your Executive Council and or Board for approval or ratification. We suggest that you talk with your CIO or other official about the process in your district.  

Didn’t the Chancellor’s Office change the regulations for 12 to 17.5 unit certificates (requiring their approval)?  If a college wishes to have a low-unit certificate program approved as a Certificate of Achievement (and listed on student transcripts) they need Chancellor’s Office approval.  Low-unit certificates need only local approval by curriculum committees and governing boards.

Do the courses or programs developed have to be credit and part of Career Technical Education?  This funding opportunity is for credit programs only.

Can I submit for a Certificate of Achievement (over 18 units) in Entrepreneurship?  Yes, but you will have to document significant progress to receive final funds at the end of 2011-12.  

How many colleges will be funded?  We expect to fund 30 champions and have resources to support more. 

How will winning proposals be selected?  Guidelines for awarding grants are exactly as defined in the RFP and work plan. Because of funding, the proposals should be closely connected to Career and Technical Education courses. The work plan should include the targeted CTE programs that are to participate.  We understand that they may not all work out – the actual activities may be slightly different from those specified in proposal. Review the point system to be used for evaluating proposals before you start your planning and writing.

What is the time line for awarding the grants?  We expect to notify colleges by the second week of June and possibly earlier.
Do we have flexibility in how the money is spent?  The project is designed to reward faculty with financial incentives to create new courses and programs or related activities.  How you and your college decide to spent the money is up to you.  In our first phase one instructor used the money for student scholarships.  Assuming you meet the requirements of the grant and your workplan, the money may be used as you wish.  We suggest you discuss this with your appropriate administrator(s).          
How and when would we receive funding?  Payment from the COCCC will go through Rancho Santiago Community College District to your college.  Distribution of funds will be by your college or district.  An agreement from RSCCD will be sent during the summer.  Upon return of the signed agreement and vendor forms, your college will receive 25% of your award.
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